
 

Welcome to Worship! 
Winchester Unitarian Society ٠ Sunday, October 25, 2026 

October’s Theme is “Courage” 
 
In-person attendees: Note that the congregation is periodically visible in the 
livestream and that we publicly post recordings of services for others to view 
later. If you do not want to be seen, please sit in the marked section of pews 
that do not appear on camera. 
 
Livestream Attendees: Please let us know who you are and what’s on your 
mind by sending an email to checkingin@winchesteruu.org. You can also email 
that same address or call the WUS Office at (781) 729-0949 to notify our 
Livestreaming Tech of a broadcast issue. 

 
 

Centering Thought 
“Kings and cabbages go back to compost, 

but good deeds stay green forever.” — Rick DeMarinis 

 
Gathering Music                                                            John Kramer       
                                          
Invitation to Greeting                                                                               Ivan Correia                                                
  
Costume Parade 
                                                                                                            
Community Welcome and Announcements 
You may also review weekly announcements at  
www.tinyurl.com/WUShappenings  
 
Invocation            by Gertrude Anne Sneller  
 
Chalice Lighting                                                                                              lit by Alice 
 
*Hymn #1018             Come and Go with Me                       Teal hymnal              
 
*Please rise in body or in spirit 
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Time for All Ages  Dog Tails                                             Rev. Hank Peirce 
 
Blessing   The Light Within, John Kramer                   
As children and teachers leave for Religious Education, the community is 
invited to sing them on their way! 
 

May the light within you shine before you, everyday, everyday. 
May the light within you shine before you, guide your way,  
guide your way. 
May the love we share surround you and chase your fears away. 
May the light within you shine before you, this we pray,  
this we pray. 

 
Prayer 
 
Kindling of the Light            Knowledge of Good and Evil, Esperanza Spalding 
This is the time in our service where we light a candle for a joy or a sorrow that 
is sitting on our heart. For those in the Sanctuary,  
if you would like a candle brought to you, please raise your hand. 
 
Silence 
 
Centering Hymn #318          We Would Be One                          Gray hymnal  
Please remain seated 
 
Reading        “The Transformation of Silence into  
                  Language and Action” by Audre Lorde 
 
Anthem    Sending You Light, Melanie DeMore    WUS Choir 
  
Congregation is invited to join in the refrain: 
 (I am) Sending you light, to hold you, to heal you. 
 (I am) Sending you light, to hold you in love.  
 
Sermon         “A Paradise Born in Hell”              Rev. Hank Peirce 
 

 



 

Offering 
   
Our share-the-plate recipient this week is Winchester A Better Chance (ABC), 
which provides academically talented students of color with the opportunity 
to attend Winchester High School while living in a supportive, supervised 
home in our community. Since 1971, Winchester ABC has helped scholars 
thrive academically, build lasting relationships, and pursue higher education 
and future leadership opportunities. Our gifts this week will support this 
important organization and its mission of expanding educational opportunity. 
 
Those in the sanctuary are also welcome to donate electronically. 
Text GIVE to (781) 230-6690, used the QR Code or visit 
www.tinyurl.com/wusgiveonline  Please write or type the date 
of your offering in the memo line or comment field.  
 
Offertory   Graceful Ghost Rag, William Bolcom 
           
Affirmation of Shared Ministry 
Those who wish to do so are invited to join in the unison Affirmation. 
  

We gather not for ourselves alone, but to use our common power to build 
the Beloved Community within and beyond these walls. 
 
We create and reaffirm this covenant this day - to make justice flourish, to 
practice compassion amidst difference and to embody transformative love.                         
                                                

*Hymn #121        We’ll Build A Land                               Gray hymnal 
 
Benediction 
 
Postlude   Fairy Dance, Edvard Grieg 
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Extinguishing the Chalice 
Please read together the words for extinguishing the chalice 
  

We extinguish this flame but not the light of truth, the warmth of 
community or the fire of commitment. These we carry in our hearts until 
we are together again. 

         
 

Serving Today 
  

Ushers: Sally DeGan & Sara Darrieulet 
Greeters: May Darrieulat & Ellie Griffin 

 
The Sunday Pastoral Care Associate is available to those wanting to share a 

personal concern with an attentive listener. 
Today’s PCA is Marilyn Wilson 781-572-8834 

Your PCA will be sitting at the pew closest to the candle table  
immediately after the service. 

 
Rev. Hank Peirce, Guest Minister ⧫ John Kramer, Music Director ⧫  

Ivan Correia, Worship Associate ⧫ Sam Wilson, Director of Youth and Children’s 
Ministries ⧫ Brenna Mayer, Children's Religious Education Coordinator ⧫  

Jay Kwan, Livestream Coordinator 
 

 WUS Standing Committee (Governing Board) Members 

Kim Foley, Chair (2028), Lee Barton, Vice-Chair (2029),  

John Keller (2027), Gordon McIntosh (2027), Marcy Tompson (2027),  

Liz Scott (2028), Matt Wilson (2028), Ryan Levering (2029),  

Becky McVey (2029), Ginger Hanson (Clerk),  

Judy Murray & Chris Weigand (Co-Treasurers). 

Contact your Standing Committee via SC@winchesteruu.org 

 

Music Notes: 
A few pieces today are inspired by this season of Halloween.  

We also hear from Jazz bassist and composer Esperanza Spalding  
and the inspiring song leader Melanie DeMore. 
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